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The First Century 
This stone house, built of native sandstone in 1867, ________ _ 
was on what is now East Campus when the University 
bought the land in 1874. For a time in the late 1800's, 
the house was home to S. W. "Dad" Perin and his 
family. Perin was an early superintendent of the Col-
lege farm. A picture of the house before it was covered 
with vines appears on page 107. 
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PREFACE 
University of Nebraska President Ronald W. Ros-
kens has kindly provided us with a copy of George 
Santayana's statement "Those who cannot remember 
the past are condemned to repeat it". 
Santayana has expressed well what we consider to 
be one of the chief values of recording the history of 
the College of Agriculture/Institute of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources. We believe that the IANR can ben-
efit from studying the past, taking cognizance of the 
mistakes that have been made, and building on the 
strengths. While avoiding muckraking and aggran-
dizement, we have attempted to chronicle the past as 
it was, not as one might like to think it was. A Pol-
lyannish approach would, perhaps, have made for 
more pleasant reading for some of the principals in-
volved, but it would have lacked in objectivity and, 
thus, usefulness. 
We have placed emphasis on how administrative 
units and programs came into being, how they were 
modified as the years went along, and finally why and 
how some were terminated. Accuracy has been em-
phasized. Every attempt has been made to document 
the contents of this book, and generally where ma-
terial was based on present or recent statements by 
others, we have so indicated in the references. 
We have tried especially to include information not 
readily available elsewhere in assembled, published 
form. Although research results are available in pub-
lications in appropriate libraries, we have included a 
limited amount of such information to give the reader 
a concept of the accomplishments of the Agricultural 
Experiment Station. The C. Y. Thompson Library on 
the East Campus of the University of Nebraska-Lin-
coln attempts to maintain a complete file of Coop-
erative Extension Service publications but there are 
minor gaps in the holdings for earlier years. There 
are also some gaps in the CES files of annual reports 
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(unpublished). 
To our knowledge, there have been no continuing 
annual reports chronicling events in resident instruc-
tion. A partial historical picture can be obtained by 
reviewing the annual catalogs and from publications 
put out by students. Unfortunately, the best source 
of such information was no longer available after pub-
lication of the Cornhusker Countryman was discontin-
ued. 
With respect to International Programs for the pe-
riod covered by this history, there are a variety of 
monthly and annual unpublished reports for specific 
programs. These have been well organized and are 
on file in the C. Y. Thompson Library for the UN 
Technical Assistance Program in Turkey, but to date 
not for the Nebraska Mission in Colombia. 
This book is devoted basically to the programs car-
ried out by the academic staff. Their names appear 
in the roster, and in many cases elsewhere in the book. 
Rar~ly mentioned, however, are the thousands of other 
persons who have been employed by the University 
during the first hundred years of the College of Ag-
riculture without whose services there could have been 
no College of Agriculture/IANR. These include the 
secretaries, clerks, custodians, technicians, police, la-
borers, food handlers, grounds personnel, account-
ants, plumbers, electricians, carpenters, painters, 
mechanics, craftsmen and craftswomen, nurses and 
medical technicians, farm, laboratory and business 
equipment operators and maintenance personnel, plus 
numerous others. The authors hereby pay special 
tribute to all of these important people-past and 
present. 
Lastly, we have attempted to spice our narrative 
with a sufficient number of anecdotes to carry readers 
over important but commonly less interesting por-
tions of this book. 
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Agriculture or the University of Nebraska with sec-
tions on the College have provided a valuable back-
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materials, we have referenced passages in our book 
wherever these books are used as our source of in-
formation. The histories are: the Semi-Centennial An-
niversary Book, the University of Nebraska 1869-1919, 
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History of the College of Agriculture, UN AES Circular 
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utes of the meetings of the Board of Regents of the 
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unit offices, while others have been transferred to the 
University Archives. Especially useful were the files 
of the deans of the College of Agriculture (overall). 
Also helpful were files of Ted Hartung, Dean of the 
College as it has existed since 1974, and records main-
tained by Helen M. Earl, Administrative Assistant, 
IANR. 
Lastly, as sources of information, were the hundreds 
of people whom we consulted by telephone, letters 
and personal contacts, often to get a lead or to confirm 
a statement. Some of these people were total strangers, 
yet all were most helpful. Especially appreciated were 
the unsolicited contributions of clippings, other writ-
ten materials, and pictures, a fair number of which 
were used in this history. Photographs used include 
those provided by Agricultural Communications, Ar-
chives (University of Nebraska), Vincent H. Arthaud 
collection, Cyril Bish, Gilbert Erickson, Paul Eveland, 
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Mattern, David P. McGill, Nebraska Crop Improve-
ment Association, John D. Orr, Warren Sahs, Dwight 
Stephens, Betty Sutton, UN Foundation, USAID, LTC 
Gary H. Wade (ROTC), and Robert E. Whitmore. 
Emily Levine made available to us records and pho-
tographs of East Campus development. 
A great deal of help was obtained from the staff of 
the College/IANR, both active and emeriti. At the 
start we asked each administrative unit to name a 
liaison person(s) to be a point of contact for that unit. 
The response was 100 percent. These liaison persons 
were extremely helpful, some to the extent of writing 
the first draft of the chapter for that unit. Others 
provided basic information which we placed in nar-
rative form. The extent of individual cooperation can 
be noted from footnotes and references for the in-
dividual chapters. 
Without the many hours of help from unpaid vol-
unteers the production of this book would have been 
impossible. The areas of assistance, with the leaders 
named first in each, and other principal volunteers 
were as follows: finance information - Glen R. Sloan; 
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general - Agnes Arthaud, Howard W. Ottoson, A. W. 
Epp, and Helen Baragar; index - Robert Gingery, 
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EXORDIUM 
This book consists of major parts, with a number 
of sections under a few of the parts, chapters, and 
appendixes. For the most part, chapters represent ad-
ministrative units (past or present), major programs, 
topics of special interest or organizations. 
The history is treated from the beginning of the 
College to 1974 (end of the College in its former sense 
and the beginning of the IANR), and in some cases 
on beyond, in order to round out the narrative. How-
ever, since this is a history of the first 100 years, we 
have for the most part avoided chronicling events, 
programs, accomplishments and related matters which 
took place after 1974, including those of staff mem-
bers who joined the University after that time. Ex-
cellent progress in the IANR has been made since 
1974, most of which we trust will be covered in in-
dividual administrative unit histories and perhaps in 
future histories of the IANR. 
We chose to tell the complete history within each 
chapter, rather than following an organizational plan 
of setting up periods of years and fitting all of the 
units into each period, respectively. 
This book contains a name index but not a subject 
matter index. To compensate for the latter, we have 
included rather complete tables of contents for the 
entire book, for parts, sections (where applicable), 
chapters, and in some cases even for subchapters. Thus 
the reader should be able to find without too much 
difficulty the information being sought. 
For each administrative unit, from the beginning 
to the present, we attempted to list the names of the 
unit, the location(s) of the headquarters, and the names 
of the administrators. In relating the history we tried 
to include examples of research accomplishments, ex-
tension programs, pertinent facts concerning resident 
instruction, and something on international pro-
grams, as each applied. Space limitations necessitated 
the omission of many excellent programs and names 
of numerous staff, hence the only complete listing of 
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staff who were with the University at least some time 
during the period of 1924-1974 appears in Appendix 
1, Faculty Roster. 
We have not provided as complete a history of home 
economics as of other units because Dean Hazel M. 
Anthony had plans underway for a history of that 
College at the time work was started on this book. 
However, since home economics instruction was in-
cluded in the College of Agriculture until 1970, it is 
covered in a somewhat abbreviated form in this book. 
Also, to the extent that home economics was a part 
of the College of Agriculture International Programs 
until 1974, and has been and continues to be a part 
of the Cooperative Extension Service and the Agri-
cultural Experiment Station, coverage has been pro-
vided. 
Abbreviations and acronyms have been used rather 
freely in the narrative. For the convenience of the 
reader we have listed in Appendix 4 the principal ones 
along with full meanings of each. Those which are 
commonly used and thus decipherable by almost 
everyone (such as U.S.) have not been included in the 
listing. 
One of the most difficult tasks the authors have 
faced is determining on what basis to select names of 
staff and alumni to list for individual recognition for 
high achievement. To include all honors was impos-
sible from a space standpoint. Therefore, for College 
of Agriculture staff and alumni, we selected 22 cat-
egories (listed in Appendix 5) as the basis for desig-
nating names for high individual achievements. 
Farming/ranching is not among these because we could 
not arrive at any basis for making selections in this 
category, important as it is. Recognition of school and 
short course alumni was made on a rather informal 
basis. 
References in the narrative are shown in paren-
thesis. Footnotes are designated with numerical su-
perscripts. 
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PART I. University Administrators 
Chapter 1. The Board of Regents of the University of Nebraska, Chancellors and Presidents 
(1-6) 
The Board of Regents 
The University of Nebraska was chartered through 
enactment by the Legislature of SF No. 86. The bill 
was signed by Governor David Butler on February 15, 
1869 (7, P 14). 
The Charter provided that the government of the 
University" ... shall be vested in a board of regents, 
which shall consist of the governor, the superintend-
ent of public instruction, the chancellor of the uni-
versity ... and three persons from each judicial district, 
who shall be appointed by the legislature in joint ses-
sions ... The regents ... shall constitute a body cor-
porate, to be known as 'The Regents of the University 
of Nebraska' ... provided that the Governor shall ap-
point the members of the first board of regents" (5, 
p 309). 
First Board Had Clerical Cast 
The members of the first board were appointed by 
the Governor on a staggered basis with respect to 
length of time of appointment, three for two years, 
three for four years, and three for the full term of 
six years (7, p 15). According to the University of 
Nebraska Semi-Centennial Anniversary Book, "The 
governors (sic) choice of clergymen for four of the 
nine appointive members - perhaps five, for it is said 
that Fuller had taken Episcopalian orders - and the 
election by the board itself of a reverend chancellor 
and a reverend secretary gave the infant institution a 
distinctly clerical cast ... The board was organized at 
a meeting held in Lincoln on June 3, 1869" (7, pp 76, 
77). 
Vacancies on the board were filled by elections by 
the Legislature on February 28, 1871; January 29, 
1873; and February 16, 1875 (7, P 80). 
The makeup and the method of selecting the board 
members were changed in accordance with the Con-
stitution of Nebraska adopted at the general election 
of 1875. The Constitution read in part " ... the gen-
eral government of the University of Nebraska shall, 
under the direction of the legislature, be vested in a 
board of six regents ... who shall be elected by the 
electors of the state at large for a term of six years, 
except that the regents chosen at the next succeeding 
election - of 1875 - should be classified by lot so 
that the tenure of two of them should be two years, 
two would be four years, and two for six years" (7, P 
83). It will also be noted that tht amended Consti-
tution of 1875 eliminated the ex officio members of 
the board. 
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One of the amendments proposed by the Consti-
tutional Convention held in 1919 and the early part 
of 1920, and approved by the electorate at the special 
election on September 21, 1920 provided for election 
of the University Regents by districts (9, pp 64, 119). 
Included in the amended Constitution was the fol-
lowing statement: "The Legislature shall divide the 
State, along county lines, into six compact Regent Dis-
tricts of approximately equal population, which shall 
be numbered from one to six, consecutive numbers 
to be given adjacent districts. Such districts shall cor-
respond, as nearly as may be practicable, in location 
and numbers with the present six Congressional Dis-
tricts of the State" (8, p 9). Section 6715, Compo Stat. 
Neb. 1922, provided that "Vacancies occurring in the 
Board between one general election and another may 
be filled by the Governor: provided, always any person 
thus appointed to fill a vacancy shall hold his office 
until the next general election succeeding his appoint-
ment and no longer" (8, p 10). 
New Districts Created After 1968 
At the general election of 1968, voters of the state 
approved an amendment "To permit the Legislature 
to increase the number of regents of the University 
of Nebraska and require the Legislature to redistrict 
the state for their election" (9, p 69). The 1969 Leg-
islature increased the membership of the Board of 
Regents from six to eight and divided the State of 
Nebraska into eight newly created Regents Districts 
with one Regent to be elected from each of the eight 
districts (9, p 516). 
At the general election in 1974, a constitutional 
amendment was approved, permitting the three cam-
pus student body presidents to sit as non-voting mem-
bers on the Board of Regents for a one-year term (9, 
p 516). The student Regents consist of the following: 
president, ASUN, UNL; president, Student Senate, 
UN at Omaha; and president, Student Council, UN 
Medical Center (9, p 516). 
A chairman and vice chairman are elected for a 
term of one year by the Board of Regents from their 
membership at the meeting held annually on the first 
Saturday following the second Tuesday of January 
(10). Currently Margaret Robinson is serving as chair-
man, and James H. Moylan as vice chairman. William 
F. Swanson, a UN staff member, is the corporation 
secretary. 
Membership of the Board of Regents of the University of Nebraska (1,3,4,7,9) 
Name 
Beals, Samuel D., ex officio, State Supt. of Public Instruction 
Butler, David, ex officio, Governor 
Chase, Col. Champion S. 
Dale, William B. 
Dungan, Rev. David R. 
Elliott, Rev. John C. 
Fuller, Abel B. 
Furnas, Col. Robert W. 
Furnas, Col. Robert W., ex officio, Governor 
Longley, Fyfield H., M.D. 
Maxfield, Rev. John B. 
Olinger, Rev. William G. 
Bruner, Uriah 
Benton, Rev. Allen R., ex officio, Chancellor 
James, William H., ex officio, Acting Governor 
McCann, Dwight J. 
McKenzie, John M., ex officio, State Supt. of Public Instruction 
Wakefield, Rev. J. B. 
Adair, William 
Scott, William D. 
Savage, Col. James W. 
Barrows, Benjamin H. 
Bear, Alexander, M.D. 
Garber, Silas, ex officio, Governor 
Holmes, Charles A. 
Hungerford, Edgar M. 
Tuttle, Samuel J. 
Fifield, Rev. Lebbius B. 
Gannett, Joseph W. 
Mobley, Seth P. 
Persinger, Newton R. 
Carson, John L. 
Gere, Charles H. 
Powers, Isaac, Jr. 
Mallalieu, J no. T. 
Hull, Milton J. 
Merritt, Julius F. 
Hiatt, Jesse M. 
Holmes, Edward P. 
Burnham, Leavitt 
Davis, Byron B. 
Roberts, George 
Knight, J. L. 
Morrill, Charles H. 
Hadley, Edwin A. 
Marple, Charles H. 
Estabrook, Henry D. 
Kaley, Charles W. 
Weston, Charles 
Goold, H. L. 
Rosewater, Victor 
Rawlings, Thomas 
Kenower, George F. 
von Forell, E. V. 
Rich, Edson 
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Home Address 
or County 
Omaha 
Pawnee City 
Omaha 
Columbus 
Pawnee City 
Otoe County 
Ashland 
Brownville 
Brownville 
Blair 
Cass County 
Tekamah 
West Point 
Lincoln 
Dakota City 
Nebraska City 
Peru 
Plattsmouth 
Dakota City 
Falls City 
Omaha 
Omaha 
Norfolk 
Red Cloud 
Tecumseh 
Orleans 
Lincoln 
Kearney 
Omaha 
Grand Island 
Central City 
Brownville 
Lincoln 
Dakota City 
Kearney 
Edgar 
(N.A.) 
Alma 
Pierce 
Omaha 
McCook 
Creighton 
Lee Park 
Stromsburg 
Scotia 
Omaha 
Omaha 
Red Cloud 
Hay Springs 
Ogallala 
Omaha 
Wakefield 
Wisner 
Kearney 
Omaha 
Years 
Served 
1869-1871 
1869-1871 
1869-1875 
1869-1870 
1869-1875 
1869-1871 
1869-1873 
1869-1873 
1873-1875 
1869-1875 
1869-1875 
1869-1873 
1870-1876 
1871-1876 
1871-1873 
1871-1875 
1871-1876 
1871-1872 
1873-1882 
1873-1875 
1873-1875 
1875-1876 
1875-1876 
1875-1876 
1875-1884 
1875-1876 
1875-1879 
1876-1883 
1876-1884 
1876-1878 
1878-1884 
1880-1881 
1882-1892 
1882-1883 
1884-1890 
1884-1890 
1883-1884 
1883-1887 
1884-1888 
1884-1892 
1888-1894 
1888-1894 
1890-1896 
1889-1902 
1892-1898 
1892-1893 
1893-1895 
1894-1898 
1894-1900 
1896-1902 
1895-1896 
1897-1900 
1898-1904 
1898-1904 
1900-1906 
Teeters, John L. 
Calkins, Elisha C. 
Ernst, Carl J. 
Allen, Charles S. 
Whitmore, William G. 
Abbott, Frederick H. 
Lyford, Victor G. 
Rogers, C. W. 
Anderson, Charles B. 
Coupland, George 
Newbranch, Harvey E. 
Haller, Frank L. 
Hall, Philip L. 
Brown, Edward P. 
Miller, John E. 
Landis, Harry D. 
Judson, Frank W. 
Webster, John R. 
Bates, William L. 
Seymour, George N. 
Warner, William P. 
Cline, Earl 
Long, Stanley D. 
Taylor, Frank J. 
Marsh, Fred A. 
Shaw, Marion A. 
Stokes, Arthur C. 
Thompson, Charles Y. 
Devoe, Robert W. 
Johnson, Frank M. 
Thomas, Fred W. 
Reed, William E. 
Hascall, Vincent C. 
Welsh, James Leroy 
Liggett, George 
Griswold, Dwight S. 
Johnson, Earle G., M.D. 
Elliott, J. G. 
Greenberg, B. N., M.D. 
Swanson, Clarence E. 
Foote, Frank O. 
Elliott, J. G. 
Adkins, Richard E. 
Peterson, Val 
Raun, Robert L. 
Herman, Richard L. 
Schwartzkopf, Edward 
Hansen, Kermit R. 
Koefoot, Robert R., M.D. 
Moylan, James H. 
Prokop, Robert j., M.D. 
Wagner, Kermit 
Elliott, Mrs. j. G. (Camille) 
Simmons, Robert G., Jr. 
Payne, John W. 
Hoch, Nancy 
Robinson, Margaret 
Fricke, Donald C., D.D.S. 
Blank, Don S., D.D.S. 
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Lincoln 
Kearney 
Lincoln 
Lincoln 
Valley 
Columbus 
Falls City 
(N.A.) 
Crete 
Elgin 
Omaha 
Omaha 
Lincoln 
Davey 
Lincoln 
Seward 
Omaha 
Omaha 
Kimball 
Elgin 
Dakota City 
Lincoln 
Cowles 
St. Paul 
Archer 
David City 
Omaha 
West Point 
Lincoln 
Lexington 
Omaha 
Omaha 
Omaha 
Omaha 
Utica 
Scottsbluff 
Grand Island 
Scottsbluff 
York 
Lincoln 
Axtell 
Scottsbluff 
Osmond 
Hastings 
Norman/Minden 
Omaha 
Lincoln 
Omaha/Elkhorn 
Grand Island 
Omaha 
Wilber 
Schuyler 
Scottsbluff 
Scottsbluff 
Kearney 
Nebraska City 
Norfolk 
Lincoln 
McCook 
1900-1906 
1902-1907 
1902-1908 
1904-1914 
1904-1917 
1906-1909 
1906-1919 
1111907-111908 
1908-1915 
1908-1915 
7/1909-1111909 
1909-1919 
1917-1923 
1915-1921 
1915-1921 
1917-1929 
1919-1925 
1919-1931 
1921-1927 
1921-1927 
1923-1929 
1925-1937 
1927-1951 
1927-1939 
1929-1935 
1929-1947 
1931-1940 
1935-1958 
1937-1955 
1939-1957 
1940-1940 
1940-1944 
1944-1947 
1945-1967 
1947-1953 
1951-1952 
1951-1957 
1111952-111955 
1953-1971 
1955-1967 
1957-1963 
1957 -4/1974 
1959-1971 
1963-1966 
1966-1981 
1967-1971 
1967-1985 
1971-present 
1971-present 
1971-present 
1971-1983 
1971-1983 
4/1974-111975 
1975-1987 
1981-present 
1983-present 
1983-present 
1985-present 
1987 -present 
Chancellors and Presidents 
For many years the chief executive officer of the 
University of Nebraska was the Chancellor. The title 
was retained with this meaning until 1972 when it was 
changed to President, as it remains to the present. 
braska Medical Center, and the University of Ne-
braska at Omaha. These three Presidents reported 
administratively to the Chancellor who remained as 
the chief executive officer for the entire University. 
The administrative structure remains the same to this 
day except that in 1972 the Board reversed the titles, 
i.e., the Chancellor became the President, and the 
Presidents became Chancellors. 
When Omaha University was incorporated into the 
University of Nebraska on July 1, 1968, the Chancel-
lor also became chief administrator for that campus. 
Following the merger, the Board created three pres-
idencies, one for each of the three campuses, i.e., the 
University of Nebraska - Lincoln, University of Ne-
The chief executive officers of the University from 
the beginning to the present, together with their titles 
and years served have been (1,2,4,5,6): 
Name 
Allen R. Benton 
Edmund B. Fairfield 
Henry E. Hitchcock 
Irving J. Manatt 
Charles E. Bessey 
J. H. Canfield 
George E. MacLean 
Charles E. Bessey 
E. Benjamin Andrews 
Samuel Avery 
Samuel Avery 
Edgar A. Burnett 
Edgar A. Burnett 
Chauncey S. Boucher 
Reuben G. Gustavson 
John K. Selleck 
Clifford M. Hardin 
Merk Hobson 
Durward B. Varner 
Durward B. Varner 
Ronald W. Roskens 
Title 
Chancellor 
Chancellor 
Acting Chancellor 
Chancellor 
Acting Chancellor 
Chancellor 
Chancellor 
Acting Chancellor 
Chancellor 
Acting Chancellor 
Chancellor 
Acting Chancellor 
Chancellor 
Chancellor 
Chancellor 
Acting Chancellor 
Chancellor 
Acting Chancellor 
Chancellor 
President 
President 
Years 
Served 
1871-1876 
1876-1882 
1882-1883 
1884-1888 
1888-1891 
1891-1895 
1895-1899 
1899-1900 
1900-1908 
1908-1909 
1909-1927 
1927-1928 
1928-1938 
1938-1946 
1946-1953 
1953-1954 
1954-1969 
1969-1970 
1970-1972 
1972-1977 
1977 -present 
The highest ranking administrators of the UNL, reporting to the top University administrator, from the time 
the present organizational plan was adopted to date, have been (1,3,4): 
Joseph Soshnik 
C. Peter Magrath 
James H. Zumberge 
Adam C. Breckenridge 
Roy A. Young 
Robert H. Rutford 
Martin A. Massengale 
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